Biome Clues

Taiga

Cold and wet (most of the precipitation falls in the summer)

Coniferous forests thrive

Winters are long 

Elk, moose, deer, wolves, bears, lynx and wolverines thrive here

Tundra

A treeless marshy plain with grasses

Covers 1/5 of the earth’s land surface

Very low annual precipitation and most of the water present is unavailable

Caribou, foxes, lemmings and owls thrive here

Desert

Sparse vegetation often with thorns

Drought is a limiting factor

Can be warm or cold

As a biome is most represented in the interiors of the continents

Rainforest

Plenty of rain and heat

No winter

Great diversity of animals

Not very fertile soil

Savanna/Temperate Grasslands

Grass is the predominant vegetation

Wide temperature variation throughout year 

Seasonal drought

Open landscape with widely spaced trees

Temperate Grasslands

Rich growth of prairies

Often highly productive land when converted to agriculture

Bison are most at home here

Moderate climates half-way between the equator and the poles

Temperate Deciduous Forests

Mild climate with plenty of rain

Marked by deciduous trees that shed their leaves in the fall

Warm summers with cool winters

Deer, bears, beavers, and raccoons thrive here
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Deciduous Forest
